
Grace at work

Grace in His purpose



Grace – at work

• Grace must be ACTIVE

• Grace must be REFLECTED AMONGST US 

• Grace can GROW 

• Grace can BEAR FRUIT in ABUNDANCE. 



AN ABUNDANCE 
IN CHRIST

AN ABUNDANCE 
FOR CHRISTGRACE





Ruth 1:16-17
“But Ruth replied, “Entreat me not to leave you or to turn 
back from following a<er you. 
Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people and your God my God. Where you 
die I will die, and there I will be buried. 
May the LORD do so to me, and more also, if anything but 
death separates you and me.”



Ruth is about… 
• TRAGEDY

• POVERTY

• ALIENATION 

• SUFFICIENCY 

• REDEMPTION



Ruth is about… 
• FAITH 

• RELATIONSHIPS

o FRIENDSHIP (with Naomi)

oMARRIAGE (with Boaz) 

o FAMILY (of David)

o LINEAGE OF THE MESSIAH (to Jesus)  



Ruth 2:2-3
V2 So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "Please let me go 
to the field, and glean heads of grain a<er him in whose 
sight I may find favor."
And she said to her, "Go, my daughter."
V3 Then she le<, and went and gleaned in the field a<er the 
reapers. And she happened to come to the part of the field 
belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

“happened” – ‘miqreh’ 
An unforeseen meeHng or event, accident, 
happening, chance, fortune. 
IE: “by accident”



Ruth 2:2-3
V2 So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "Please let me go 
to the field, and glean heads of grain a<er him in whose 
sight I may find favor."
And she said to her, "Go, my daughter."
V3 Then she le<, and went and gleaned in the field a<er the 
reapers. And she happened to come to the part of the field 
belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

• NET: “she just happened to end up in the porGon of the field 
belonging to Boaz”

• KJV: “and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging 
unto Boaz”

• NIV: “As it turned out, she was working in a field belonging to 
Boaz” 



HE
RE



“As it turned out”



God is at work IN our circumstances



Romans 11:33-36
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments 
and His ways past finding out! "For who has known the 
mind of the LORD?  Or who has become His counselor?” 
Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to 
him?"

For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, 

To whom be glory forever. Amen.”



We are NOT puppets on 
a string.

We have real choice.

In faith – we can believe 
that it is always under 
the providenKal and 
gracious care of God 



Grace - in Ruth   

V2: So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field, 
and glean heads of grain aNer him in whose sight I may find favor.”

V10: So she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground, and said to 
him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take noQce 
of me, since I am a foreigner?”

V13: “Let me (‘conKnue to’) find favor in your sight, my lord; for you 
have comforted me, and have spoken kindly to your maidservant, 
though I am not like one of your maidservants.”



Ruth demonstrates a 
complete dependence 
upon the grace of God: 

• “May I find grace” 

• “Why have I found 
grace?”

• “May I conGnue to 
find grace”



My life – all mapped out…





1) OUR ATTITUDE TO GRACE

2) GRACE PROVIDES 
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Ruth 2:12
“The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be 
given you by the LORD God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come for refuge."

“repay”:
• Root = ‘salam’ 
• ‘shalom’ - ‘To make complete’. ‘To be at PEACE’. 
• ‘To be friendly / to reciprocate’. 
• ‘To make good’, ‘To fill’. 
• Lexicon – refers to something which is PERFECT. 



Ruth 2:12
“The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be 
given you by the LORD God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come for refuge."

“full”:
• Hebrew = ‘salem’   
• ROOT = ‘salam’ 
• FULL, COMPLETE, PERFECT, REPLETE



Ruth 2:12
“The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be 
given you by the LORD God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come for refuge."

1. “The Lord make you WHOLE” 

2. “The Lord make you FULL”



V13-14:  “Then Ruth said, 
"Let me find favor in your 
sight, my lord; for you 
have comforted me, and 
have spoken kindly to 
your maidservant, 
though I am not like one 
of your maidservants."  
Now Boaz said to her at 
mealXme, "Come here, 
and eat of the bread, and 
dip your piece of bread in 
the vinegar." 
So she sat beside the 
reapers, and he passed 
parched grain to her; and 
she ate and was 
sa*sfied, and kept some 
back.”



V13-14:  “Then Ruth said, 
"Let me find favor in your 
sight, my lord; for you 
have comforted me, and 
have spoken kindly to 
your maidservant, 
though I am not like one 
of your maidservants."  
Now Boaz said to her at 
mealXme, "Come here, 
and eat of the bread, and 
dip your piece of bread in 
the vinegar." 
So she sat beside the 
reapers, and he passed 
parched grain to her; and 
she ate and was 
sa*sfied, and kept some 
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• “to fill to saKsfacKon
• to have enough, to have plenty”



Psalm 22:26:
“The poor shall eat and be 
sa8sfied; Those who seek 
Him will praise the LORD.”

Psalm 107:9:
“Oh, that men would give 
thanks to the LORD for His 
goodness, and for His 
wonderful works to the 
children of men!
For He sa8sfies the longing 
soul, And fills the hungry 
soul with goodness.”



Psalm 91:16:
"Because he has set his love 
upon Me, therefore I will 
deliver him; I will set him on 
high, because he has 
known My name. He shall 
call upon Me, and I will 
answer him; I will be with 
him in trouble; I will deliver 
him and honor him. With 
long life I will sa8sfy him, 
And show him My 
salvaGon."



Psalm 132:15:
“For the LORD has chosen 
Zion; He has desired it for 
His dwelling place: "This is 
My resGng place forever; 
Here I will dwell, for I have 
desired it.
I will abundantly bless her 
provision; I will sa8sfy her 
poor with bread”.



1) GRACE PROVIDES ! 

2) GRACE INCLUDES !

3) GRACE IS COMPASSIONATE

4) GRACE IS ABUNDANT !

5) GRACE SATISFIES !



Grace at work


